
Southwestern Oregon

Community College

A rich historyé A bright future.



Formation of the College District

May 1, 1961

Southwestern is Established



A Shared Moment in History

é and astronaut Alan B. Shepard, Jr. 
becoming the first American in space.    

(Shepardand President John F. Kennedy, left)

The Collegeôs first year was shared

by two historic events, the failed Bay of

Pigs invasion of Cubaé

(Cuban leader Fidel Castro, right)



Southwestern Firsts

Henry F. Hansenand his
fellow longshoremen were
instrumental in helping to
establish the College District.

Dr. Wendell Van Loan
1961 - 1965
First  President
(selected from 15 applicants)



First Board of Education

ÅOrville R. Adams

ÅG.E. Albertson

ÅHenry F. Hansen

ÅWilfred A. Jordan 

ÅLeslie King

Also pictured:

Al Stinchfieldï3rd from left

President Van Loan - far right



First Classes

The Collegeôs first classes

began on September 25, 1961.

Early Drafting lab. Home Economics class.



First Graduating Class

1962 

Å30 Graduates

Å10 Degrees or Certificates

Å15 Full-time Faculty



Programs

Initial degree programs

ÅGeneral Collegiate Division

ÅTechnical/Vocational Division

ÅBusiness Division

Todayôs students  can choose from  

over  66 different programs of 

study



Quality Faculty

ÅIn 1962, 15 full-time faculty were on staff

ÅOver 60 full-time faculty serve our students today

(Faculty/MASSC 

Inserviceat Camp 

Myrtlewood,1978)


