



General Education and Content Course Recommendations for

Prospective Middle Level and High School Teachers

The General Education Content Course Recommendations Committee has considered many suggestions for course-taking options for prospective middle school and high school teachers.  It is clear that this is a complex and multi-faceted undertaking.  For prospective teachers, the results of general education include a broad preparation that will support successful classroom teaching at the middle and high school levels and mastery of the knowledge needed to pass the Multiple Subjects Exam required for licensing at the middle level in Oregon.  

Prospective teachers will also be required to pass Praxis II examinations in their specific content areas.  The Committee makes the following recommendations, noting that they are broad and in some cases ill-defined.  The expectation is that in the near future the higher education community, in concert with classroom teachers and K-12 administrators, will refine and increase the specificity of the recommendations.

General Education
A prospective secondary teacher is encouraged to take a rich variety of general education courses in science, mathematics, language arts, the social sciences, physical education/ health, and fine arts regardless of the content area in which he or she intends to focus.  We recognize that some content areas may have specific requirements for general education, and the prospective teacher is advised to contact individual programs at 4-year institutions for these recommendations.  For example, an institution might require that the mathematics major specifies microeconomics as one of the required social science courses.

Core Endorsement Areas
The Committee recommends that a prospective teacher in any secondary content area follow guidelines for an academic major in the chosen area.  For the purposes of this document, we have chosen to address specifically:

· English/Language Arts

· Foreign Languages

· Mathematics

· Physical Education/Health

· Science

· Social Sciences

· Art/Music

Areas Not Addressed
The Committee chose not to make specific course recommendations in the following areas:

· Reading

· Technology Literacy

· Problem Solving

· Collaborative Work Skills

These are considered skills that students should possess on leaving high school and are entrance requirements for college level work.  Recognizing that the level of skill development will vary widely across candidates, the Committee recommends that all lower division general education coursework support and develop these skills.  In addition, teacher preparation programs are generally designed to enhance and teach applications of these skills in appropriate coursework and field experiences.

To be continued!

