



Happy Summer!!!
Here is a shout out to everyone that attended the 25th Annual Retreat by the Lake! Erin
Ramsey shared an inspiring message; "Show Up & Shine Bright." We Ebbed & Flowed,
enjoyed connecting with each other, and participated in fun and informative trainings. 

We hope to see you all next year!

https://www.facebook.co
m/CARE-Connections-
CCRR-CoosCurry-
105433120792959  

VISIT US ON
FACEBOOK:

S U M M E R  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 2 3

CARE
CONNECTIONS
Child Care Resource & Referral 

Look us up! 

care_connections_socc

INSTAGRAM:

Our very own Ana Lugo-Ferrin
has accepted the Infant/Toddler
Specialist position!! 

See page #3 for more about Ana. 

Southwestern Oregon Community College is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
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“Show up and shine bright!” 
Erin Ramsey ~ Author, Speaker & Lavender Farmer

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!!

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/47428913


MEET THE NEW 
INFANT/TODDLER SPECIALIST

CARE
CONNECTIONS

Hi! 

I am Ana Lugo-Ferrin; most of you know
me as a Quality Specialist for CARE
Connections for the last almost 4 years…
WOW time flies!

Now, I have the opportunity to work with
Baby Promise Early Learning Programs
and providers as Infant/Toddler
Education Specialist and I am excited
about it.  Like with any new position,
there is much to learn but I look forward
to work with you. 

A little about myself…I have worked as pre-k teacher, ESL teacher,
Community Outreach for Healthy Families Oregon and QS for
CARE Connections. Outside of work, I love nature, going for hikes,
meeting with friends over a cup of coffee and catching up on life,
etc.  In addition, I try to visit my family in Puerto Rico and Texas
as often as possible. This summer I’m trying to enjoy it as much as
I can...you do the same.  

Southwestern Oregon Community College is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
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Rating Renewal Updates

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION
The Spark Program Update Report (SPUR) is used to update information and/or request an
extension or a reinstatement of a star rating. It will also collect information about continuous
quality improvement efforts, and your commitment to maintain quality standards. Completing
this report annually is required for programs to remain eligible for future opportunities through
Spark, such as additional funding.

Go to the electronic version of the Spark Program Update Report.

Changes are Coming to Spark!
Spark is undergoing some changes as it is being redesigned by Oregon’s early educators and
families. Find out more about the Spark redesign here.

Starting October 1, 2023
•There will be self-selected quality improvement options for programs that do not wish to
complete a portfolio. These options will not lead to a star-rating.
•To submit a portfolio and receive a star-rating, programs must be listed with DHS to serve
families receiving DHS childcare subsidy. Find out more about becoming DHS listed here.




https://oregonspark.org/current-participants/
https://oregonspark.org/spark-redesign/
https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/assistance/CHILD-CARE/pages/provider-listing.aspx


Southwestern Oregon Community College is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
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Childhood Education & Family Studies Program

Please check out our website at:  http://www.socc.edu/childhood 

Email us at ece@socc.edu  

*ORO hours listed are subject to change, please check your Oregon Registry for final hours of credits after submission.

FALL 2023-2024 ~ Registration is OPEN!

ECE 102 01 &  102B 01 Theory and Practicum II Pre-K - (5 Credit) Online
Prerequisites: ECE 209 & 209B; Central Background Registry (CBR) check is required for this course.
The third in a sequence of courses with a practicum co-requisite designed to assist students gaining experience working with young
children in a laboratory or qualified preschool setting.

ECE 150 01 Introduction and Observation - (4 Credit) Online
A beginning course focusing on the theoretical foundations, history and basic concepts of early 
childhood education.

ECE 240 01 Lesson and Curriculum Planning - (3 Credit) Online
Students will be introduced to various approaches to planning early childhood curriculum to meet the whole child’s development.
The course will review existing curriculum models, and students will develop theme based curriculum, units, lesson plans, and
assessments in math, science, and social studies for young children.

ECE 170 01 Health and Safety Early Childhood - (3 credit) Online
This course covers health/safety practices recommended for the early childhood field and includes information on
common diseases, health, and nutrition. Completion of First Aid & CPR for Infants and Children, and Reporting Child
Abuse and Neglect Certification are required to pass this course.

ED 135 01 Teaching Math to Young Children - (3 Credit) Online
Young children live in a world full of mathematics! This curriculum course focuses on the pre-math concepts and early math
concepts important for young children (pre-kindergarten through second grade) to grasp so they can be successful in math
throughout their lives.

ED 196 01 Overview of Student Special Needs - (3 Credit) Online
An introductory course covering categories of special needs and medical conditions that educators must be able to recognize and
understand in order to plan, serve, and teach students effectively. Focuses on inclusion strategies and activities that enable
educators to successfully provide an optimal educational environment for all students, including those with diverse abilities.

10 HGD
10 LEC
10 OA

20 OA
20 PPLD

20 HSN

30 LEC

30 SN

S U M M E R  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 2 3

ED 216 01 Introduction to Education - (3 Credit) Online
This course introduces students to the historical, philosophical, and contemporary foundations of the American educational system.

HDFS 225 01 Prenatal Infant and Toddler - (3 Credit) Online
This course covers principles of theory and development beginning with conception through three years of age. Emphasis is placed
on physical, intellectual, emotional, and social development of the young child, including a strong focus on early brain development.

30 HGD

30 LEC

What does Hybrid mean? A hybrid course is one that meets face-to-face and has an online component.

ED 111 01 Career and College Readiness* - (3 Credit) HYBRID
This course focuses on preparing non-traditional students to enter college, training programs and/or employment. It helps students
achieve their education and career goals by offering a variety of opportunities for students to identify and reflect on their strengths
and interests. Aspects of this course are integrating prior knowledge with new information, improving vocabulary, reading skills,
charts and tables and locating information. Wednesday's 11:00 AM-11:50 AM

*Elective 

http://www.socc.edu/childhood
mailto:ece@socc.edu


Baby Promise Grant Coordinator
Cari Pickett

541-888-7097
cari.pickett@socc.edu

CARE Connections, your local Child Care Resource & Referral serving Coos and Curry Counties, is a non-profit
organization funded through the Oregon Early Learning Division. Our mission is to improve the quality of

early learning experiences for young children by providing education, information and
support to those that care for young children.



CARE Connections links families and Early Educators to each other and to other resources in the community.

For early educator training,
education, and program information, please call or email:



Coos Office: 541-888-7957
Curry Office: 541-813-1674
Toll-Free: 1-800-611-7555

Website: https://www.socc.edu/for-the-community/care-connections/



Southwestern Oregon Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, sexual
orientation, marital status, religion, national origin, age, disability status, gender identity, or protected veterans

in employment, education, or activities as set forth in compliance with federal and
state statutes and regulations.

CARE Connections 
Director

Taya Noland
541-888-7336

taya.noland@socc.edu 

Program Manager
Danaye Gonzalez

541-888-7086
danaye.gonzalez@socc.edu 

Preschool Promise Coach/QS
Natalie Lo

541-888-1622
natalie.lo@socc.edu 

Infant/Toddler Specialist
Ana Lugo-Ferrin
541-888-7108

alugoferrin@socc.edu

CARE Connections
Toll-Free 1-800-611-7555 

Child Care Referrals 211info.org
Email children@211info.org

USDA Food Program
OCDC 541-770-5893 
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Early Education Expansion Specialist
Jaimee Rice

541-888-7957
jaimee.rice@socc.edu

Southwestern Oregon Community College is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
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