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Bl Southwestern Launches New Pathway IIEEEGEGES

to a Marine Biology Degree

Students at Southwestern Oregon
Community College no longer
have to choose between staying
close to home and studying ma-
rine biology at a top-tier program.
Thanks to a new partnership with
the University of Oregon, they can
do both.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Amy Burgess @ SWOCC
Amy Burgess is Assistant Professor
of Biology at Southwestern, cover-
ing the Principles of Biology series,

Practical Ecology, Oceanography,
and Marine Biology.

Originally from Alpine, Utah,
Burgess earned a bachelor’'s de-
gree in Integrative Biology from
Brigham Young University, where
a spring semester at OIMB gave
her a taste of the Southern Oregon
Coast’'s marine habitats. She
earned a master's in Marine and
Estuarine Science from Western
Washington University, then
pursued doctoral coursework at
OIMB, including deep-sea field-
work aboard research vessels and
a dive in the ALVIN submersible in
the Gulf of Mexico. Her research
has spanned work in marine and
freshwater ecosystems.

"This new program gives students
the opportunity to get their feet

wet, literally and figuratively, in lo-
cal marine habitats,” Burgess said.

2 www.socc.edu

Southwestern’'s new Associate of
Science (AS) in Marine Biology
gives students a direct path to the
University of Oregon’s Institute

of Marine Biology (OIMB) in
Charleston. It's one of the premier
marine science programs on the
West Coast with a campus built

Maya Watts @ OIMB
Maya Watts is an Associate
Teaching Professor and the
Education Program Coordinator at
the University of Oregon’s Marine
Laboratory, the Oregon Institute
of Marine Biology. She teaches
courses in Invertebrate Zoology
and Coastal Habitats, in addition
to advising marine biology majors
and organizing OIMB’s academic
programs. Watts earned her PhD
from the University of Oregon
working on host-parasite relation-
ships and larval biology of Oregon
intertidal invertebrates.

After participating in research on
invertebrate assemblages on deep-
water canyons off the east coast of
the U.S. she returned to OIMB. "It’s
been a pleasure collaborating with
SWOCC'’s advising and administra-
tive team to get the AS in Marine
Biology started, and create a path-
way to make our marine biology
degrees more accessible to local
students,” Watts said.

specifically for hands-on marine
science, right on the water.

Students spend their first two
years at Southwestern earning
their AS degree, then transfer to
OIMB as juniors to complete their
Bachelor of Science in Marine
Biology. The degree also meets
transfer degree requirements, so it
transfers smoothly to any Oregon
public university, and it lays a
foundation for students consider-
ing medical, dental, or veterinary
school instead.

It's a big deal, and a long time
coming. Southwestern and OIMB
have tried to build a program like
this over the past three decades
without success. That makes this
launch — the result of close col-
laboration starting in May 2024 —
worth celebrating.

The program welcomed its first
students in the 2025/2026 aca-
demic year, and the response was
immediate: twenty-five students
declared the new major in that first
fall term alone.

The first two students on the
SWOCC to UO/OIMB pathway will
start at OIMB this fall!

After completing their degree
through OIMB, graduates are
prepared for careers with state
and federal agencies, research
and teaching positions, or gradu-
ate study leading to master’s and
doctoral degrees.

For students like Izzy McCabe

and Ava Bolster featured here, the
new degree has already opened
doors to research and internships.
With a clear pathway now in place,
Southwestern expects many more
to follow.




MARINE BIOLOGY INTERNSHIP SPOTLIGHTS

lzzy McCabe

Izzy McCabe didn’t come to Southwestern for a marine biology degree. It
didn’t exist yet. She enrolled anyway, taking a chance on a program she
knew was in the works. That bet paid off. This year, McCabe is one of the
first two graduates of Southwestern’'s new Associate of Science in Marine
Biology.

McCabe grew up in Derby, Kansas, about as far from tide pools as you can
get. Her path started at a swim meet, where she spotted the Southwestern
Swim Team and got curious. She wanted a small school, in a small coastal
town, with both a swim team and marine biology program. Southwestern
fit.

Her love of marine life goes back to childhood summers at her
grandmother’s house in Florida, where she developed a fondness for
invertebrates over larger, flashier animals. Research convinced her that the
Pacific Northwest, not Florida, was where she wanted to study.

This fall, she enters the University of Oregon’s Institute of Marine Biology
as a junior through Southwestern’s articulated degree path - a program
with a research focus on marine invertebrates that lines up with her

« Coming from Kansas, this was just interests.
an idea. The internship has proved
my passion and career can be the
same thing. Waking early, crawl-
ing through mud, counting crabs,
and knowing I'm living the life my
younger self dreamed about. )

This summer, she's getting a head start through an internship with the
South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve, studying the invasive
European 5-spine green crab. Thanks to Dr. Shon Schooler, research
coordinator at the South Slough, SWOCC interns have been working
alongside the science team there for three years running.

Ava Bolster

Ava Bolster is entering her third year at Southwestern this fall, though not
on the path she originally imagined. She switched her major from Theatre
Arts to Marine Biology, a shift that's taken her all the way to Washington,
D.C. Bolster grew up in Gold Beach and is spending her summer as a
Special Events and Public Programming Intern with the Smithsonian’s
National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute.

The opportunity came through Southwestern geology professor Dr. Win
McLaughlin, who forwarded Bolster an email from the Smithsonian’s rural
outreach program seeking student nominations. The process moved fast
and drew stiff competition. More than 70 educators across the country
submitted student recommendations for the internship, which accepts just
10 percent of applicants, with only one or two rural students selected per
state.

In her role, Bolster helps prepare event surveys and after-action reports,
tours the park to assess venues, and sits in on everything from zookeeper
webinars to Association of Zoos and Aquariums symposiums. She's used
the internship to build relationships with keepers and learn about animal
care. This experience is helping move her toward her goal of a future

@ rm a first-generation college career in conservation and animal husbandry, maybe even someday with
student and I'm very grateful the Smithsonian itself.
that a small-town kid, let alone
a woman in STEM, has been SCAN CODE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MARINE BIOLOGY AT SWOCC

offered this opportunity. This
! internship has allowed me to
~ | connect with some amazing START YOUR JOURNEY

scientists and staff members Text or Call 541-240-8227
for life. ) SWOCCbound@socc.edu
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Nine Months to a Rewarding

Career as a Dental Assistant

& Practical - Numerous job openings
X Hands-on - Learn the skills that you'll use everyday
X Comprehensive - We cover everything you need to know

DENTAL ASSISTANT JOB STATS
$54,834 Average annual southern Oregon coast wage
$59,328 Average annual statewide wage
32 Annual southwestern Oregon job openings

811 Annual statewide job openings

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Text or Call 541-240-8227 | SWOCCbound@socc.edu

SNAP Recipients i
Education and Emplo?ment Support EARN YOUR GED

If you are receiving SNAP benefits and are

working toward a career goal, Southwestern’s -
STEP (SNAP Training & Employment Program) It S
offers support to help you stay on track with FREE|
your education and employment pathway. '

What STEP Provides:

 Academic Support - College navigation, and / Slgn Up
one-on-one support
* Financial Assistance - Help with tuition, fees, NOW

books, supplies, transportation, and more
 School & Work Essentials - Tools, equipment, \ Attend
PPE, and work/interview clothing . In
* Career Readiness - Job search support,

resumes, applications, and interview Person
preparation | Coos Campus
« Community Connections - Referrals to local Attend : i'\\/l/I'ITI:] 192'_1;2':%
resources and partner agencies. B | M-Th 5-7pm
EE&E};E zoom ’;' Curry Campus
Learn more: Call us at ﬁﬁ'ﬁ-g‘p‘ - APt M-Th 12-2pm
541-888-7123 or : nﬁgﬂ;, i ,
email step@socc.edu. [=]F ﬁ'\! For more info call

Visit our website at:
www.socc.edu/resources/snap-step

541-888-1593
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TUITION ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

UP TO $5,000

Scholarships available for Coos, Curry and
Douglas county residents in various approved
trainings who plan to go directly to work in
their field upon program completion.

The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) is designed to help job seekers succeed in the
labor market by providing them with access to employment, education, training, and support services.

CONTACT US: 800-822-3525

e South Coast Business/SOWIB is an equal opportunity program/employer. Language
S h C + assistance is available to individuals with limited English proficiency free of cost.

outi '’ oas Auxiliary aids are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Oregon Relay
Business 1-800-735-2900. Funded in whole or in part by US DOLETA.

Weldmg Technlclan Certlﬁcate

« Stay local! 24-Vcred|t certificate offers a short,
affordable entry into jobs

« Acquire in-demand skills; no experience required

« Improve your employment opportunities and earning
potential without committing to a two-year degree

« Start here... build toward other certifications or an
associate degree

. Evening classes Tuesdays & Thursdays -
Brookings-Harbor High School

Become
a student:

Make an advising
appointment:

Classes start Sept. 15, 2026

CURRY COUNTY WELDING TECHNICIAN
CAREER PATHWAY CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION (4 terms)

Questions? Call 541-813-1667

Where are we now?

SWOCC alums are building rewarding
careers and making a positive difference
in their communities and beyond.

Rashinda Reed

Southwestern is proud to honor Rashinda Reed, head

women’s volleyball coach at the University of Alabama,
as its 2026 Distinguished Alumna. Known for connect-
ing with players and challenging them to reach their
full potential, Reed combines a competitive spirit with a
strong commitment to student-athlete success.

Reed began her collegiate career at Southwestern,
playing for the Lakers in 2000-01. She quickly became

a standout, earning NWAACC all-star honors, helping

(t SWOCC gave
me much more
than volleyball. It
gave me lifelong
friendships,
mentors who still
impact my life
to this day, and
experiences that
helped me grow
into the person
and coach that

I’'ve become. )

lead the team to postseason
competition, and receiving
Most Valuable Player recogni-
tion at a California tournament.

She continued her playing
career at the University of
Georgia, earning a bachelor’s
degree in psychology be-

fore playing professionally in
Europe. Reed later moved into
coaching, holding positions

at the University of Southern
Indiana, Binghamton University,
Northern Michigan University,
and the University of lllinois.

In 2021, Reed became the University of Alabama’s head
volleyball coach and the first Black woman to lead the
program. A member of both Southwestern’s Athletic
Hall of Fame and the Northwest Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame, Reed continues to inspire student-ath-

letes through her leadership, determination, and com-
mitment to excellence.
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Workforce & Job Trainings

COOS CAMPUS JOB TRAINING ® REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 24

To register: Call 541-888-7352 e Email onestop@socc.edu e Visit our office in Dellwood Hall

Maritime Training

For a complete list of maritime trainings offered by

2

Columbia Pacific Maritime
Visit: https://colpacmaritime.com/
All classes take place at 2140 Newmark Ave, Coos Bay

MARI 0281 EXPERT 100-TON

This ten-day class will satisfy the exam requirements for the
Master 100-ton or the OUPV 6-pack license. The Master is
required to operate charter boats and other vessels carry-
ing more than six passengers. Subjects include seamanship,
navigation, ‘Rules of the Road,” and the federal regulations
for both inspected and uninspected passenger vessels. This
also includes the OUPV class.

Ten days / $1,300

MARI 0281 65 Sept 28-Oct 9

MARI 0281 66 Oct 26-Nov 6

MARI 0281 67 Nov 30-Dec 11

MARI 0033 APPRENTICE MATE OF TOWING

The scope of this course is to provide instruction in and evalu-
ation of the rules and regulations for towing vessels and barg-
es, and towing vessel terminology,

hazards, and safety. This i T
course is open to all mari- i e ﬁ}"'
ners who either hold a -
license as Master not
more than 200 tons,
Apprentice  Mate
(Steersman),

Mate (Pilot) of
Towing; OR have
satisfied the ex-
amination require-
ments for Master
200 tons within one @
year of completion
of this course.

Two days, Thursday
and Friday / $500
MARI 0033 65 Oct 15-16
MARI 0033 66 Nov 12-13
MARI 0033 67 Dec 17-18
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MARI 0527 UPGRADE 100 TO 200 TON

The scope of this class is to provide instruction and assess-
ment in the subjects of navigation general, deck general,
safety, and environmental protection as appropriate for the
upgrading of an MMC National Officer Endorsement Master
not more than 100 GRT to Master or Mate not more than
200 GRT Near Coastal. Upon successful completion of this
upgrade class the mariner will have the knowledge of navi-
gation, seamanship, and federal regulations necessary to
accept the responsibility for the safety of vessels less than
200 GRT on near coastal routes, including its cargo and pas-
sengers; be aware of the obligations under federal regula-
tions concerning safety and protection of the marine environ-
ment; and be able to take the practical measures necessary
to meet those obligations.

Three days, Monday through Wednesday / $750

MARI 0527 65 Oct 12-14

MARI 0527 66 Nov 9-11

MARI 0527 67 Dec 14-16

Job Training

EMS 153 01 ACCELERATED EMT
Start your career as an Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT) through Southwestern’s accelerated program. Train
for a fast-paced, versatile career in just one term. Students
must apply through our myLakerLink portal. Course is twelve
credits and after successful completion, allows students to sit
for the EMT certification exam.
Location: Sumner 10
Day: Mon-Thu

Cost: $2,387
Time: 6:00pm-9:20pm

IND 4100 65 TRAFFIC CONTROL FLAGGER

CERTIFICATION

This training is an ODOT-approved, safety training
course covering the requirements for flaggers and ap-
proved techniques for moving traffic cautiously and con-

sistently through work zones. For ages 18 and over. Class

books are included. Receive necessary credentials for em-
ployment upon successful completion.

Instructor: Michelle Holifield

Location: Tioga 103 Cost: $159
Day: Tue 9/15, 10/13, 11/17,12/15 Time: 8:30am-12:30pm



RE 0100 65 REAL ESTATE BROKER LICENSE

COURSE

This accelerated course prepares you to qualify for the
Oregon Real Estate Broker’s License Exam in just ten weeks.
Itis a hybrid course, combining live lectures with the 150-hour
on-line home study to meet the Oregon Real Estate Agency
(OREA) requirements. The course and instructor are certified
by the OREA. For information call 503-551-4467 or email:
stacey@sts.careers.

Location: Zoom

« First Tuesday Class: September 29, 6-9pm
+ One Saturday class: December 5, 9-5pm

+ Last Tuesday Class: December 1, 6-9pm

Cost: $695

RE 0177 65 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Get prepared to take the State of Oregon Property Manager
License Exam. This course is the fastest way to qualify to
take the exam which covers the role of property managers,
tenant relations, fair housing, lease agreements and more.
Must attend all class sessions and have online capacity to
complete the self-study portion. For information call 503-551-
4467 or email: stacey@sts.careers. All materials provided.
Location: Zoom Cost: $629
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm

« First Tuesday Class: October 6

+ Last Tuesday Class: November 17

l:

CHILDCARE PROVIDER
TRAININGS

Offered through Southwestern’s CARE
Connections Childcare Resource & Referral
For more information and to
register call 541-888-7957.

Trainings Offered in Coos & Curry Counties and Online

Classes are offered at no cost online:
e Department of Human Services Childcare
Provider Orientation
e Family Childcare Provider Overview
e Recognizing & Reporting Child Abuse & Neglect
e Introduction to Childcare Health and Safety

SWOCC WORKS

Construction & Heavy Equipment Operator Pre-Apprenticeship Program

OFFERED AT BOTH THE COOS & CURRY CAMPUSES FALL TERM!

- Entry-Level Construction Skills

- OSHA Safety Training

- Prepare for a Job in the Trades

No experience
necessary.

Must be 18 years
old to apply.

INTERESTED? Email swoccworks@socc.edu or call 541-888-1545

This project is partially funded in partnership with Southwestern Oregon Workforce Investment Board (SOWIB) using Governor’s Statewide Activities grant funds from the U.S. Department of Laborin
support of the Building Up Infrastructure, Labor, and Development (BUILD) Project across Coos, Curry, Douglas, Jackson, and Josephine counties.
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Southwestern offers lifelong learning and personal enrichment opportunities to the community. Non-credit classes are provided
by qualified instructors from our community. Course and section numbers are located before the course title. Fall term classes
are eleven weeks long, from September 14, 2026, to November 25, 2026, unless otherwise indicated by specific dates.

COOS CAMPUS COMMUNITY CLASSES ® REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 24

To register: Call 541-888-7352 e Email onestop@socc.edu e Visit our office in Dellwood Hall

Art

Note: Fee for art materials
included in price of class.

ART 0257 65
CERAMICS:
HANDBUILDING
BASICS

For all skill levels.
Beginning potters

create works of art
through  demonstrated
and supervised basic
hand building techniques

that support exploration in -
a studio setting covering the -
processes of working in clay, de- S

signing, curing, finishing and firing.
Intermediate and advanced students are self-

directed to enhance their skills with hand-building and/or
wheel throwing techniques with instructor support.

Instructor: Annie Pollard
Location: Eden 5

Day: Mon

Cost: $189
Time: 1:00pm-3:50pm

ART 0257 66 CERAMICS: HANDBUILDING BASICS
Location: Eden 5 Cost: $189
Day: Tue Time: 6:00pm-8:50pm

ART 0259 65 ADVANCED CERAMICS

An independent study course for pottery and clay artists, who
have a good understanding of basic techniques, to gather to
learn from each other, share ideas, and create new pieces.
You will define your own learning goals and work towards
them in a supportive environment. Because there is a wide
range of skill level and technique focus among students, em-
phasis is placed on individual development and one-on-one
attention. Must have taken a class from Annie previously or
concurrently.

Instructor: Annie Pollard
Location: Eden 5

Day: Wed

Cost: $164
Time: 1:00pm-3:50pm
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ART 0146 65 SCRIBBLE ART & SKETCHBOOKS
Scribble Art is part doodle, part dance, and 100% delightful
mess-making! We explore patterns, playful marks, whirly
spirals, and the kind of intuitive wisdom that sneaks in
when you're not trying to be perfect. Grab your magic
on paper bags, junk mail, cardboard, newspapers,
and yes, even real drawing paper.

Instructor: Shinan Barclay

Location: Eden 7

Day: Tue

Cost: $90
Time: 6:00pm-7:50pm

ART 0142 65 MASTER BEGINNING
WHEEL THROWING
Achieve mastery of centering clay for wheel-thrown
pottery; learn best practices to create simple shapes;
understand craftsmanship, various techniques and

safe habits. Instructor: Roberta Westerfield
Location: Eden 5 Cost: $194
Day: Wed Time: 6:00pm-8:50pm

ART 0148 65 PAINT THE BEACH-BEGINNING
WATER AND COLOR

In PAINT THE BEACH, students will use Scribble Art tech-
niques, markers, and brushes to explore the magic of water,
light, and nature’s patterns. In this playful, hands-on class we
let the water do the work. Students observe patterns—waves
roll forward dark to light as the sky descends dark to light.
Beginning students discover their artistic voice and create
colorful unique beachscapes. Instructor: Shinan Barclay
Location: Eden 7 Cost: $90
Day: Thu Time: 6:00pm-7:50pm

Fitness & Recreation

PE 0503 65 PILATES® EXERCISE

Pilates® is a body-conditioning routine that helps build flexibil-
ity, muscle strength, and endurance in the legs, abdominals,
arms, hips, and back. It puts emphasis on spinal and pelvic
alignment, breathing, and developing a strong core, as well
as improving coordination and balance.

Instructor: Melissa Loudenbeck
Location: Rec Center 121
Days: Tue, Thu

Cost: $109
Time: 12:00pm-12:50pm



COOS CAMPUS COMMUNITY CLASSES ® REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 24

PE 0525 65 POUND® FITNESS
Rock-Out while you Work-Out!! POUND® is a full-body car-
dio session, combining light resistance strength training with
constant simulated drumming. Through continual upper body
motion using lightly weighted drumsticks, you'll turn into a
calorie-torching drummer! Rock, rap, dubstep, pop and old
school music fuse to create the POUND® track series. The
POUND® workout fuses cardio, isometric movements, plyo-
metrics and isometric poses with pulse-racing, sweat-induc-
ing drumming.

Instructor: Melissa Loudenbeck
Location: Rec Center 121

Day: Tue

Cost: $85
Time: 5:30pm-6:20pm

PE 0505 01 TURBO KICK
Turbo Kick is a combination of intense kickboxing moves, as
well as a unique blend of intense interval strength and endur-
ance training all perfectly choreographed to high-energy and
motivating music. Turbo Kick requires no previous kickboxing
experience or equipment.
Instructor: Melissa Loudenbeck
Location: Rec Center 121
Days: Mon, Wed

Cost: $105
Time: 5:30pm-6:20pm

PE 0507 65 YOGA
Restorative, therapeutic yoga for any level. Improve and
maintain breath awareness as well as skeletal alignment,
balance, strength and mobility; releasing stress and tension
with a somatic practice for health and quality of life.

Please bring your personal mat.
Instructor: Linda Laverty
Location: Rec Center 121

Day: Mon, Wed

Cost: $75
Time: 1:00pm-2:20pm

PE 0233 65 PHYSICAL

CONDITIONING
Get motivated, improve your
endurance, and get in
shape! Designed for ma-
ture adults who need to
modify a fitness program
according to their cur-
rent level of conditioning.
Work on strengthening
and flexibility.

Instructor: Dan Neal
Location Rec 121

Cost: $90

Days: Tue, Thu

Time: 10:00am-11:20am

Special Interest

DRIV 0622 65 BASIC MOTORCYCLE RIDER

TRAINING

Basic Rider Training is a fifteen-hour (three-day) course for
novice riders to build fundamental street-riding skills and
strategies. Training motorcycles and helmets are provided.
For individuals with no riding experience, this is the recom-
mended course. Registration must take place prior to the
date of the class at http://team-oregon.org.

Instructor: Michael Heinen

Location: Newmark 201 Cost: $229
Days: Fri 9/11 6:00pm-8:30pm; Sat 9/12 8:00am-3:30pm
Sun 9/13 8:00am-3:30pm

DRIV 0623 65 INTERMEDIATE MOTORCYCLE

RIDER TRAINING
Intermediate Rider Training is an eight-hour (one day) course
for riders who already know how to get underway, turn, shift
and stop a motorcycle or scooter while strengthening funda-
mental street-riding skills. Training motorcycles and helmets
are provided. Registration must take place prior to the date of
the class at http://team-oregon.org.
Instructor: Michael Heinen
Location: Newmark 201

Day: Sat 9/12

Cost: $199
Time: 8:00am-5:00pm

DRIV 0620 65 AARP SMART DRIVER COURSE
This course offers you the opportunity to learn how to drive
more efficiently and safely. The course contains up-to-date
information about changes over time in ourselves, our ve-
hicles, and our roads. The content of this course can help
boost safety awareness, refresh and improve driving skills,
minimize crash risk, increase confidence, prolong mobility,
and maintain independence. Completion of this one-day
six-hour driving refresher course can yield discounted
auto insurance premiums for individuals. Bring your
lunch as we will only take a 30-minute break. To reg-
ister call 503-594-4024.
Instructor: Nancy Brown
Location: Tioga 103
\ Day: Fri 9/18, 11/20 Time: 9:15am-4:00pm
Cost: AARP members $20, non-members $25,
' check or cash payable to AARP at the class.
Bring your AARP card and driver’s license.

www.socc.edu 9



COOS CAMPUS COMMUNITY CLASSES ®@ REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 24

PHL 0844 65 PLAYING WITH PHILOSOPHY

We will play around with common idioms that include the
word "play" to introduce philosophical concepts while we play
games, play films, and play music, and even read a play.
Instructor: Pete Hodges
Location: Eden 1

Days: Thu

Cost: $100
Time: 10:00am-11:50am

WR 0100 65 WRITING YOUR AUTOBIOGRAPHY/

MEMOIR
Elements of autobiography/memoir are presented, dis-
cussed, and practiced in writing short stories from your life.
Reading short excerpts from published works expands un-
derstanding of these elements. The class is a supportive
and positive writing group, helping each other develop stories
while learning and laughing.
Instructor: Sally Harrold
Location: Zoom

Day: Tue

Cost: $105
Time: 11:30am-1:50pm

BOT 0221 65 FUNGAL ECOLOGY
From the forest to the classroom, you will learn to iden-
tify common mushrooms in
Western Oregon. The
main objective is to
. provide you with a
W\ broad overview of
%, this kingdom of
¢ organisms. You
R will be part of
robust class-
room discus-
sions to learn
about fungal di-
versity, the role
of fungi in de-
composition, and
other roles in the
forest and across bio-
regions. Participate in field
trips to learn to identify, harvest,
and prepare wild mushrooms, followed with lab identification
techniques and an opportunity to taste the culinary value of
our region’s wild mushrooms. Instructor: Robin Koeller
Location: Coaledo 10 Cost: $219
Day: Lectures (5) Time: 5:30pm-7:20pm
Every other Wed 9/23-11/18
Day: Field Trip (4)
Every other Fri 10/9-11/20

Time: 10:30am-4:00pm

10 www.socc.edu

TA 0104 65 SAYING YES!

INTRO TO THEATRE IMPROV
Saying Yes has never been easier! Join us in this fun, adven-
turous, and inspiring class where we create a safe space to
explore the fundamentals of improvisational drama. No prior
experience necessary. Improv is not only fun but can pave
the way for limitless possibilities while providing expanded
avenues for more courageous, spontaneous, and creative
moments in your life, along with more opportunities to listen,
give, compromise, and collaborate.
Instructor: Dan Silvius

Location: Umpqua 184

Day: Tue

Cost: $89
Time: 5:30pm-7:20pm

G 025DB 65 REGIONAL GEOLOGY -

DEPOE BAY FIELD TRIP

A lecture in the field to highlight the significant geologic fea-
tures along the Oregon Coast with stops focused between
Florence and Depoe Bay. Some of the highlights are stops
at Devil’'s Churn, mollusk fossils at Beverly Beach, Cape
Foulweather, Devil’s Punchbowl, Pillow Basalts at Depoe
Bay and more. The course consists of a field trip arranged to
illustrate the geologic setting, stratigraphy and structure, to-
pography, age and origin, significant events through geologic
time, and special features unique to the region. Also offered
as G145DB 01 for 1 credit.

Instructor: Ron Metzger

Location: ltinerary and details in Canvas and sent via email
Cost: $60 (includes transportation; please bring lunch)

Date: Sat 10/3 Time: 7:30am-5:30pm

earning

Convenient & Affordable FIND YOUR

Instructor-led Format
Six-Week Courses

www.ed2go.com/socc




o
Southwestern’s Small Business Development Center AMERICA'S

What is The SBDC

Small Business Management Program? OREGON

The Small Business Management (SBM) program is a comprehensive,
multi-month training program for business owners. It blends monthly
classroom learning, peer networking, and one-on-one advising to help
entrepreneurs work on their business rather than just in it.

October 13 - Marketing Strategy & Branding: Your Customers and How They Find You
November 10 - Social Media: Your Connections and Your Online Presence

December 8 - Taxes: Tracking and Keeping Your Money

January 12 - Cash Flow Management: Critical to a Thriving Business

February 9 - Understand Your Financials: Your Records and How to Use Them

March 9 - Everyday Al for Small Business: Save Time and Grow Your Business

April 13 - Risk Assessment: Keeping You and Your Business Safe

May 11 - Meet the Lenders: Charting the Course for the Future

June 8 - Business Owners Q & A: Your Opportunity to Benefit from Experience

CURRY CAMPUS
Second Tuesdays

3:00 - 6:00 p.m.

October 2026 to June 2027
Cost for the Series: $400

Apply to participate: https://tinyurl.com/SBM202627
Questions? Email: gayle.goldstone@socc.edu

MORE INFORMATION AT:

SOUTHWESTERN OREGON COMMUNITY COLLEGE . .
TRIO Student Support Services provides

FREE services including: E
® Tutoring e Advising e Transfer Planning }
® Career Counseling ® Private Study Area :

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES ® Financial Aid/Scholarship Assistance EI ’
The Student Support Services (SSS) program is one of the . p AND MORE!
www.socc.edu/trio 541-888-7419

funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Division of Special S
Disadvantaged, Title IV, Higher Education Act of 1965. 100-per
costs ($360,708) are provided through a grant by the U.S. Dep:
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JOB TRAINING &
COMMUNITY CLASSES

Southwestern offers lifelong learning and personal enrichment opportunities to the community. Non-credit classes are provided
by qualified instructors from our community. Course and section numbers are located before the course title. Fall term classes
are eleven weeks long, from September 14, 2026, to November 25, 2026, unless otherwise indicated by specific dates.

For a complete list of degrees available at the Curry Campus
go to www.socc.edu/curry and click on Degrees & Certificates.

Job Training

ENTRY-LEVEL BOOKKEEPING CERTIFICATE
Complete three classes and an internship to earn an entry-
level bookkeeping certificate. These classes prepare people
for positions that require basic bookkeeping skills and pro-
vide a basic understanding of accounting principles and
procedures, spreadsheets, and QuickBooks accounting
software. Upon completion of this certificate, students will
be ready to take the first level of QuickBooks certification.
Contact the Student Success Center at 541-813-1667 or
CurryFirstStop@socc.edu to make an appointment to talk to
an advisor and learn more about this certificate.

ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR LIFE AND WORK SERIES:

WKFC 0513 99 TIME MANAGEMENT

Mastering Your Time: Strategies for Peak Productivity and
Balance. Develop practical tools to take control of your sched-
ule. Take a proactive approach to setting clear boundaries,
avoiding burnout and making time for what matters most. This
dynamic course provides practical tools to address work-life
balance and helps to streamline your routine.

Instructor: Gayle Goldstone
Location: Curry Campus 118
Day: Wed 9/16, 10/7, 10/21

WKFC 0513 98 PRACTICAL Al FOR LIFE AND

WORK
An Introduction to Al. Demystify artificial intelligence and
learn how to integrate it into your daily life. Designed to be
non-technical, you will learn how the tools work. Gain the
confidence to use Al tools effectively for writing, research,
planning, and problem-solving.
Instructor: Gayle Goldstone
Location: Curry Campus 118
Day: Wed 11/4, 11/18, 12/2

Cost: $40
Time: 5:30pm-7:30pm

Cost: $40
Time: 5:30pm-7:30pm
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IND 4100 99 TRAFFIC CONTROL FLAGGER

CERTIFICATION

This training is an ODOT-approved safety training course
covering the requirements for flaggers and approved tech-
niques for moving traffic cautiously and consistently through
work zones. For ages 18 and over. Class book is included.
Receive necessary credentials for employment upon suc-
cessful completion. Instructor: Michelle Holifield
Location: Curry Campus 118 Cost: $159
Day: Tue 9/22 Time: 9:00am-1:00pm

COMMUNITY EDUCATION SHOWCASE

Discover a new hobby, learn valuable skills,
and connect with your community!

\

+ Meet the Instructors: Talk face-to-face with
well-versed local teachers for upcoming classes.

+ Mini sessions: Participate in 15-minute interactive
class previews.

— + Find Your Fit: Discover courses in cooking, arts, —
business skills, technology, fitness, finance, and
languages.

» Ask Questions: Cet immediate answers about
schedules, skill levels, and required supplies.

« Fast Track Registration: Secure your spot in your
favorite classes before they fill up.

Bring your curiosity, your friends, and your family.
Complimentary refreshments will be provided.

\_ RSVP: 541-813-1667 or CurryFirstStop@socc.edu /

9 96082 Lone Ranch Parkway, Brookings




CURRY CAMPUS COMMUNITY CLASSES @ REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 24

Art

ART 0145 99 DRAWING FUNDAMENTALS:
INTRODUCTION TO DRAWING

Discover the joy of visual expression - i
in this five-week in-person studio A\ Ll
workshop. This course guides . AR

the beginner artist through the
essential elements of observa-
tional drawing including tech-
niques, perspective, light and
shadow, texture, and compo-
sition. Through hands-on ex-
ercises with graphite, charcoal,
and ink, you will learn to train

your eye, accurately measure pro-
portions, and translate the three-di-
mensional world onto a flat page. Materials
will be provided to get you started.
Instructor: David Marlowe
Location: Curry Campus 138A/B
Days: Fri 9/18-10/16

Cost: $95
Time: 1:00pm-3:50pm

ART 0240 99 MIXED MEDIA COLLAGE:

COLORFUL BOUQUETS
Create colorful bouquets in a vase using collage papers and
watercolor paints. You don’t have to be an artist for this fun
and easy class. Experiment with different shapes, sizes, and
colors to create a bouquet that suits your style and personal-
ity. There are no rules or limitations to what you can create!
Materials and supplies are provided.
Instructor: Mary Whitaker

Location: Curry Campus 138A/B
Days: Wed 9/16-9/23

Cost: $65
Time: 1:00pm-3:50pm

ART 0240 98 MIXED MEDIA MASTERPIECE:

PAINTING ABSTRACT FACES
Create faces that tell a story. No experience is needed for this
fun class where you’ll learn to paint exciting creative faces
using blind contour drawing. This three-session workshop
will take you through a step-by-step process where you’ll ex-
plore new techniques and ideas that will help to make your
art personal, expressive and uniquely your own. It starts with
painting backgrounds using layers of paint, then draw faces
using contour drawing, paint, collage, and other tools such as
markers, pastels, and crayons. Add eyes, lips, and a finish-
ing layer, hair, hats, necklace or any other special touches to
make your own amazing painting. Paint will be supplied.
Instructor: Mary Whitaker
Location: Curry Campus 138A/B
Days: Tue 10/6-10/20

Cost: $75
Time: 6:00pm-8:50pm

ART 0295 99 MOBILE DEVICE PHOTOGRAPHY
Unlock the creative power of the camera you carry every day
in this immersive, five-week in-person photography work-
shop. Designed for beginners, this course utilizes both dedi-
cated digital cameras (DSLR/Mirrorless) and modern smart-
phones as primary artistic instruments. You will progress
from basic automatic shooting to advanced manual controls,
learning the trifecta of 1ISO, shutter speed and aperture.
Through hands-on studio sessions and real-world assign-
ments, we will dissect the unique strengths, advanced
features, and hardware limitations of both platforms, ex-
plaining how to maximize a phone’s computational Al and
unlock a dedicated camera’s raw optical superiority. The
course concludes with a final digital portfolio presentation
and a supportive peer critique.
Instructor: David Marlowe
Location: Curry Campus 138A/B
Days: Fri 10/23-11/20

Field Studies

BOT 0224 MUSHROOM IDENTIFICATION
This course instructs students in the identification of local
wild mushrooms, their basic characteristics, and positive
identification of edible and non-edible species. Preparation
for food and methods of preserving will be stressed. Field
trips happen even if it rains. Wear sturdy shoes, bring water,
snack/lunch.

Instructor: Bob Burch

Cost: $95
Time: 1:00pm-3:50pm

Cost: $55

BOT 0224 99 Brookings
Location: Curry Campus 137A/B
Day: Lecture Fri 11/20

Day: Field Trip Sat 11/21

Time: 6:00pm-8:50pm
Time: 9:00am-1:50pm

BOT 0224 98 Port Orford
Location: Port Orford Senior Center
Day: Lecture Sat 11/21

Day: Field Trip Sun 11/22

Time: 6:00pm-8:50pm
Time: 9:00am-1:50pm

GEOLOGY ON THE SOUTHERN COAST

G 0251 99 LOCAL LANDFORMS: OUR RUGGED COAST
A lecture in the classroom and out in the field will highlight
prominent Oregon landforms and their geological formation.
Emphasis will be on the dynamic coastal environment, its
rocky habitats - famous headlands and sea stacks - and the
rich biodiversity they support, including tidepools and colonial
nesting seabirds.

Instructor: Claudia Hasenhuttl
Location: Curry Campus 137A/B
Days: Thu 9/24

Cost: $75
Time: 1:00pm-3:50pm
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CURRY CAMPUS COMMUNITY CLASSES @ REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 24

GEOLOGY ON THE SOUTHERN COAST

G 0251 98 WATERSHEDS & ESTUARIES

In this course, we will explore the journey of some of south-
western Oregon’s prominent rivers, from their rugged head-
waters through rich valleys, to coastal estuaries, and out to
sea. Through combined in-class lecture and a field trip com-
ponent, students will learn about local watersheds, the eco-
systems and biodiversity they support, and a bit of cultural
history.

Instructor: Claudia Hasenhuttl
Location: Curry Campus 137A/B
Days: Thu 10/22

Cost: $75
Time: 1:00pm-3:50pm

G 0251 97 COASTAL HAZARDS: KING TIDES &
SNEAKER WAVES

This course explores basic coastal oceanography, focusing
on tides, the predictable rise of king tides, and the hazard-
ous, unexpected nature of sneaker waves. Students learn the
gravitational mechanics of tides, the identification of danger-
ous seasonal wave conditions, and safety protocols to miti-
gate hazards.

Instructor: Claudia Hasenhuttl
Location: Curry Campus 137A/B
Days: Tue 11/17

Cost: $45
Time: 1:00pm-2:30pm

Health and Fitness

HE 0201 99 MEDITATION
Quantum Reiki Meditation is an evolved holistic wellness tech-
nique developed by Aranka Fisher and open to all students.
In class we will cover the etheric & physical body systems,
breath, the soul, mind, consciousness, universal source, en-
ergy chakras, crystals and more. In class we will do a deep
guided Quantum Reiki Meditation to help activate one’s pi-
neal gland (third eye), connect to source, the soul, earth, etc.
to receive infinite source light energy and get deeply detoxed
& enlightened while in a higher state of consciousness and
awareness.

Instructor: Aranka Fisher
Location: Curry Campus 138A/B
Day: Thu

Cost: $75
Time: 5:45pm-6:45pm

PE 0413 99 QIGONG

A meridian based whole-body program of meditative and
flowing exercises designed to restore energy, foster relax-
ation and improve health and well being. Qigong is an inno-
vative practice based on ancient Chinese healing methods.
Instructor: Linnie O’Flanagan

Location: Curry Campus 138A/B

Days: Sat 9/26, 10/10, 10/24, 11/7,11/14
Time: 9:30am-11:50am

Cost: $179
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PE 0502 99 BETTER BONES AND BALANCE®

Better Bones and Balance® is an exercise program that
was developed and tested by researchers at Oregon State
University. This program targets strength and balance through
key exercises shown to reduce the risk of falls and fractures
and is suitable for ambulatory individuals who are at beginner
and intermediate exercise levels.
Instructor: Lisa Reed

Location: Langlois Lions Club
Day: Mon, Fri

Cost: $89
Time: 9:00am-10:20am

PE 0502 98 BROOKINGS
Instructor: Doni Boyd

Location: Curry Campus 138A/B
Day: Tue, Thu

Cost: $89
Time: 11:00am-12:20pm

PE 0570 99 LOW-IMPACT DANCE AEROBICS

This class uses easy-to-follow dance steps and rhythmic
movements that are choreographed to upbeat music. It's a
fun way to get moving while improving your cardiovascular
system, muscle strength, flexibility, balance, and boosting
your overall fitness level. This is a great class for active se-
niors no matter your level of fitness.
Instructor: Mary Whitaker

Location: Curry Campus 138A/B
Days: Tue, Thu

Cost: $75
Time: 8:30am-9:50am

PE 0504 99 TAI CHI
This course in Tai Chi is a gentle, relaxed, non-sweat, per-
sonal exercise (translated as the “Grand Ultimate”) for any
age. The ‘Yang Form’ will be taught along with ‘Chi Gwa’
(circulating breath) and ‘Silk Cocoon Chen’ (fine intertwining
energy). This course is noncompetitive and will start with the
basics, and then individuals will progress at their own rate.
Instructor: Deane McConnell
Location: Curry Campus 137A/B
Day: Tue

Cost: $63
Time: 10:00am-11:20am

PE 0504 98 TAI CHI

Instructor: Deane McConnell
Location: Curry Campus 137A/B
Day: Tue

Cost: $63
Time: 5:30pm-6:50pm

Special Interest

ASL 0501 99 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
Introduces the natural, signed language of American deaf peo-
ple. Includes instruction in proper sign formation, American
Sign Language (ASL) grammar and vocabulary, expressive
and receptive skills. Emphasis on the history of ASL, the deaf
community in North America, and deaf education.

Instructor: Bj Farris
Location: Curry Campus 206
Days: Tue, Thu

Cost: $115
Time: 3:30pm-4:50pm



CURRY CAMPUS COMMUNITY CLASSES @ REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 24

BA 0134 99 SMART PLANNING FOR TODAY'S

RETIREES
This is a virtual class held via Zoom designed to help indi-
viduals plan for retirement. What’s your retirement dream?
Learn how to put together a plan that will help you reach your
goals. Class includes a workbook to help individuals create
their own plan and a private coaching call. Pre-register by
September 29.
Instructor: Jesse Coffee
Location: Virtual Zoom
Days: Tue 10/6 & 10/13

Cost: $39
Time: 6:00pm-7:50pm

CRT 0180 99 COOKING DEMONSTRATION:

GLOBAL TEA JOURNEY
Join local tea expert Kai Druzdzel to learn about the won-
derful world of fine loose-leaf tea. Whether you're already a
tea drinker or are just looking for a new hobby, this class is
for you! Over two sessions, we'll look at global tea history
and culture, check out the main styles of tea, and learn how
to brew the perfect cup. Note: This class will focus mostly
on caffeinated tea (Camellia Sinensis) but we’ll also look at
some tasty non-caffeinated options.
Instructor: Kai Druzdzel

Location: Curry Campus 137A/B
Day: Fri 9/18-9/25

Cost $95
Time: 9:00am - 11:50am

FRIENDS OF CURRY CAMPUS
SPEAKER SERIES

Join us each month for a fascinating
topic presented by local experts.

SEPTEMBER 10
Attracting Birds to Your Yard

OCTORERSES
Monarch Butterflies in our Backyard

NOVEMBER 12
Birds and Butterflies
of the Australian Rainforest

DEBCEMBER 10
Holiday Music Program

Second Thursday of Every Month
1to2 pm | Curry Campus Community Room

Talks are free and sponsored by the Friends of Curry
Campus. Check the News Section of our website for
lecture details. For more information call 541-813-1667.

HE 0591 99 MEDICARE 101
In this class students will learn about the four parts of
Medicare: Medicare part A, B, C, and D. They will learn about
the timelines surrounding Medicare enrollment and the poli-
cies. An in-depth presentation on Medicare Advantage Plans
and Medicare Supplements will be provided. Students will
leave the class with the tools to make informed decisions on
what type of plan best fits their own, or a family member’s
needs.

Instructor: Alex Aranda

Location: Curry Campus 137A/B
Day: Mon 10/5

Cost: Free
Time: 2:00pm-3:20pm

WR 0115 99 INTRODUCTION TO GRANT WRITING
This Introduction to Grant Writing course provides a basic
understanding of grant writing and the foundations of project
development. We will cover how to prepare your organiza-
tion to apply for grants and identify local sponsors and small
grants to consider. The course is open to all but geared to-
ward smaller non-profits.
Instructor: Alisa Green
Location: Curry Campus 109
Days: Sat 10/3 & 10/17

Cost: $75
Time: 10:00am-12:50pm

Stay Connected. Stay Confident.

Join Us for Free Senior Citizen
Computer Classes in Curry County!

Beacon Broadband, Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
and Southwestern Oregon Community College are proud to
sponsor Connected Senior. It’s a friendly program designed
to help seniors feel more confident using today’s technology.
This free course is designed to help seniors who want to
learn in a supportive, hands-on environment. Classes held in
Brookings, Gold Beach, and Port Orford this fall.

TO SIGN UP FOR CONNECTED SENIOR
Call the Curry Campus at 541-813-1667
or email CurryFirstStop@socc.edu.
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#13 Best Resort
Course in America
- Golfweek

- OCT 8/6pm
Current Research in

q = 3 Join us for the SWOCC Foundation Classic at the
Bloeng ineering spectacular Sheep Ranch at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort

- OCT 29/6pm
Yellowstone Magma Chamber

- NOV 12/6pm
OreSat 2026: Building a Space
Program with Undergraduate
Students

Coos Campus: Umpqua Hall Lecture Room

c Sheep Ranch Golf Course
Curry Campus' Watch Party Bandon Dunes Golf Resort

Watch a live stream of lectures at All proceeds support scholarships! ® $300 per player | $1,000 per foursome
www.youtube.com/@SouthwesternOR/streams

24™ OCTOBER 2026
12:00 - 6:00 pm | 1:00 pm Shotgun Start

Y Help support student scholarships! www.socc.edu/give

Students who receive scholarships complete their studies at a rate 25% higher than those  []% A [u]

who don’t receive this support. Tax-deductible scholarship donations help make college L
possible for Iocal'students. Give online or clip this form and send a check payable to E .
SWOCC Foundation, 1988 Newmark Ave., Coos Bay, OR 97420.
Name
Date Phone
Email Address
Address
City/State/Zip
0 General I Nursing 0 Welding 1 Culinary

The Southwestern Oregon Community College Campus News is published quarterly under US Postal Service number 011363. Postage is paid at the Coos Bay
Post Office. Volume number 65/Issue number 2. Inquiries should be directed to the office of the Vice President of Instruction 541-888-7417.
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employment, education, or activities as set forth in compliance with federal and state statutes and regulations. Persons having questions about equal opportunity and nondiscrimination should contact the Vice President
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